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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brown, Margaret Wise Young Scott Books 
BIG RED BARN Plastic cloth; $2.25 


From dawn to dusk this trip around the barn creates a farm yard warmth as it 
introduces the animals casually one by one. There is the pink pig, learning to squall, 
@ mouse born in the corn, cat and kittens, donkey braying at the setting sun- and all 
the rest. Written in verse form and illustrated with pleasing orange and green pencil 
drawings by Rosella Hartman. A refreshingly informal animal roster. Durably side sewn. 
(Publ. LC: 56-5404) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


In Action Book Rand McNally 
Publ. Paper over board; $1.25 


Baller, Albert- ROBBIE THE LITTLE LOST ROBIN- A toy book patterned on its 
predecessors Pop-In The Bunny and Hoppie the Hopper, this is equipped with a cardboard 
figure of a baby robin attached to an elastic string so that it can "fly" out of the 
slots located for it on each page. When Robbie flutters out of his nest and is lost, 
various attempts are made by "you" (the reader) to replace him- until- success at last. 
A gimmick that will have its appeal- despite a namby-pamby text. But at the price, 
will people buy a small, weakly stitched book just for the added thrill of snapping 
the robin from page to page? Colored pictures by Ruth Bendel. 


Jones, Patricia Slottie Library Book- Rand McNally 
COLUMBINE THE WHITE CAT Cloth spine: $1.50 


A French fairy tale is retold with folklore simplicity as it follows the 
adventures of a youngest prince who wins his father's throne with the help of Colum- 
bine, the white cat, who turns into a princess at the end of the story. Jan Balet's 
angular drawings with color block overlays in blue, lavender-pink and yellow, illus- 
trate. Like other books in this series (Rumpelstiltskin, The Lazy Lion etc.) this 
comes with a cardboard insert at the back from which to make figurines of Columbine 
and her prince. Weakly stitched. (Publ.) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 

Publ. Paper over board; ea. 25¢ 

Daly, Kathleen- HOWDY DOODY'S ANIMAL FRIENDS- ...include two bears (Hyde and 
Zeke), Paddle a flying gnu, and the Bloop (a disappearing bird with tail rotor). How 
the Bloop helps Howdy get Hyde off Paddle's back makes up this nonsense. Colored 
pictures in familiar style by Art Seiden. 


Hoffman, Beth Greiner- ANIMAL GYM- A poor try at humor takes a peek at what 
might happen if a bunch of zoo animals invaded the children's gym. The tiger would 
beat everyone up the rope, the monkeys would be too tricky, etc. But it is all quite 
cumbersome, awkwardly rhymed and Tibor Gergely's pictures seem heavy and gauche. 


Jackson, Kathryn- CARS- Various vehicles from pleasure cars to tow trucks are 
briefly noted as to function in the simple text and vividly colored pictures by William 
J. Dugan. There is a page of traffic signals too. As good as any of its kind. 


Scarry, Patsy- MY SNUGGLY BUNNY- A baby book follows a little boy around the 
yard as he plays with his bunny, enjoys it and learns a thing or two about it. Angelic 
drawings by Eloise Wilkin get that close-to-the-ground perspective. 
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Mickey Mouse Club Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper over board; ea. 25¢ 





These have been kept in the Little Golden Book format and are separated now as es 
@ special series of stories with Disney characters. All illustrations are adapted from 
Disney studio productions. 


Bedford, Annie North- DONALD DUCK, PRIZE DRIVER- Inspired by a P.T.A. campaign 
for courteous driving, Hughie, Louie and Dewey Duck give some pointers to their Uncle 
Donald, who needs 'em. Safe driving hints, inoffensively presented and illustrated in 
the Disney manner by Neil Boyle. 


Bedford, Annie North- JIMINY CRICKET, FIRE FIGHTER- The tiny conscience of the 
Pinocchio movie makes this way around Disneyville and as a prelude to fire inspection week 
tells various familiar characters how to prevent blazes in their houses. Picture adaptations 
are by Samuel Armstrong. 


Treasure Books Treasure Books, Inc. 
Publ. boards; 25¢ 


Schad, Helen G.- WHO IS THAT?- Guessings for the very young discover who it is- 
hiding behind the newspaper, bringing breakfast, barking in the yard,etc.- Daddy, Mommy, 
Tippy the puppy; there's no mistaking. Colored pictures by the author. 


Wonder Play Books Wonder Books, Inc. 
Publ. Paper; 25¢ 


Sutton, Felix- THE PICTURE STORY OF WYATT EARP- A longish text narrates Earp's 
adventures in Ellsworth and as Marshal of Wichita and Tombstone and tones down much of 
the heroics that could have been heightened. What emerges is a straightforward tale of 
a man who fully merited the reputation he acquired. Efficient line drawings by Louis 
Glandzman. 





EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Vance, Marguerite Dutton 
WINDOWS FOR ROSEMARY $2.25 


Rosemary is blind and her story, as she tells it herself, is full of the joy 
and strength blind people can give, striking a firm, unique note in children's books. 
Her family- Daddy who is a newspaperman, Mother who is completely understanding, and a 
wire-haired younger brother, Billy- have made a loving yet realistic atmosphere for nine 
year old Rosemary, who was born blind, to grow up in. As she describes the first leg of 
summer vacation at their seaside cottage one gets a happy child's reactions to her sur- 
roundings, in the special way a blind person perceives and learns about them. A high 
point of Rosemary's narrative is the description of the way she writes- with a slate and 
stylus in the Braille system- and she gives us the alphabet in the text. And then on her 
birthday, her most cherished dream comes true. She is given a typewriter and the way is 
open to a fuller expression of herself and a whole future of writing. Appealing drawings 
by Robert Doares makes a very well turned out book. (Publ. LC: 56-5268) 


Olds, Helen D. Knopf 
DON AND THE BOOK BUS $2.50 


* A well plotted story that moves right along takes a theme that can often go ee 
sour and builds it to a satisfying climax. Don, a non-reader and his bookish twin sister, 
Dorry, live in an industrial trailer city in South Carolina and one of their few diver- 
sions is the weekly arrival of the book bus being run by young Miss Jackie on an experi- 
mental basis- to see whether the trailer city folk will like it enough. Partly from the 
tension of boredom, Ralph, a bigger boy, gets into a fight with Don, whose tastes, he 
claims, are sissy, whereas the books Don holds are being taken out for Dorry. Reading 
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them at home, Don finds he is fascinated with one story especially, Tom Sawyer, When 
the chance comes one day to go with Miss Jackie on her rounds to other settlements, 

Don is thrilled; and when engine trouble, a storm and another tussle with Ralph follow 
on the same day- the outcome is both happy and unexpected. A good, natural story with 
- @ worthwhile subject. Very appealing pencil drawings in color and black and white by 
Ursula Koering. (Publ. LC: 56-5081) 


Niclas, Yolla & Downer, Marion Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
DAVID AND THE SEA GULLS $3.00 


* One of the best photograph stories so far, this has a set of fine pictures 
by Yolla Niclas and a straightforward text by Marion Downer which together exhibit 
the smooth and natural coordination of a well produced movie. Using a boy named 
David Boynton who spends summers on Monhegan Island, Maine, for their central figure, 
author and photographer have easily woven their plot into David's daily activities. 
There is a definite capturing of island atmosphere, the sea in its moods, shore ani- 
mals, the hardy fishermen, and these add to the interest of the main theme about 
the gulls David rescues and cares for. The first is Smokey, a nearly grown youngste: 
hurt in flying. The second two are the Squawks, two hungry chicks found out on the 
rocks; and the fourth is old Orley whose wing, injured in a wrong turn while flying, 
will never heal. Befriending the gulls seems to magnify David's relationship to the 
island, and at the last there is that feeling, basic to life, of departure that will 
be followed by happy return. Winning. (Publ. LC: 56-6334) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Withers, Carl & Benet, Sula Abelard-Schuman 
RIDDLES OF MANY LANDS $2.75 


A happy collection of no less than 800 riddles from 90 different peoples of 
the world has been made by two distinguished social anthropologists one of whom (Sula 
Benet) teaches at Hunter College; the other (Carl Withers) is the author of the fa- 
miliar study Plainville, U.S.A. In their brief introduction they speak of the univer- 
sality of riddles, citing interesting examples from history (as when Solomon was test- 
ed by the Queen of Sheba) and from cultural roles (as when youngsters choose sides for 
riddle guessing in the Fiji Islands). They also analyze the wit of riddles, saying 
that the true ones ask questions that can be answered reasonably, but not until a 
different answer has been indicated in the asking. The riddles following, from North 
America up, down and around the world, prove humorously obstinate and fascinating in 
the variations and similarities in wit forms from spot to spot. Black and white 
drawings by Lili Cassel. (4/20. LC: 56-5101) 


Zarchy, Harry Knopf 
STAMP COLLECTOR'S GUIDE $3.50 


A boon to any beginning philatelist lays out first steps in stamp collecting 
with the efficient zest that has marked this author's other how-to books (see Ceram- 
ics, Let's Go Boating etc.). The simply and logically arranged chapters include ma- 
terial on the history of postal systems and early stamp issues, types of stamps and 
their purposes (from publicity to the over all function as a source of revenue), 
starting a collection, albums and their preparation, stamp catalogues and the types 
of collections that can vary all the way from concentration on one country to con- 
centration on one stamp (the later being reserved for more advanced devotees!). In 
the appendices there is information about stamp names and overprints, a world iden- 
tification table and a glossary. All of this has been explicity illustrated with 
diagrams and photographs of many stamps by the author. Good. (Publ. LC:56-5297) 


McCaslin, Nellie Macrae Smith 
TALL TALES AND TALL MEN $3.50 


A series of twelve plays about famous legends and legendary characters in 
American history, these have a traditional air and should be easy to perform either 
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in the classroom or on simple stage set ups. Each play is one act, sometimes with a change 
of scene and usually with parts for at least ten or more people. Themes vary from short 
sketches about the Bell Witch of Tennessee who was finally routed for falling in love, to 
the exploits of John Henry, Davy Crockett, Pecos Bill and an Ottawa Indian Legend about the 
origin of maize. Convenient material for younger history study groups, leisure time school 
projects etc. (5/2? LC: 56-6185) 





Zim, Herbert S. Morrow 
OUR SENSES AND HOW THEY WORK $2.00 


Sight, hearing, touch, taste and smell are given thorough and efficient explan- 
ations here in Mr. Zim's characteristcially simple text and in detailed drawings and dia- 
grams by Herschel Wartik. Aside from the basic elements of sense perception there are 
logically presented suggestions of the many more senses and combinations of senses humans 
have- of the whole interrelating nervous system as the brain coordinates it. Some simple 
experiments supplement the explanations. For a more detailed book see Leo Schneider's 
You and Your Senses (Harcourt) for slightly older readers. (5/2. LC: 56-6364) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Studds, Rear Adm. R.F.A. Dodd Mead Career Book- Dodd, Mead 
STEADY AS YOU GO $3.00 


| The U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey is the field of work examined in this 
lengthy book which is far better in the details it gives about the service than it is 
in its poor attempt at plotting and defining character. Jack Powell is the central figure 
and we follow him through the last of a summer job with the Survey in the southwest moun- 
tains, through his senior year at college, his decision to join the Survey permanently 
and his first tours of duty- in Navajo territory, the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska. Infor- 
mation about jobs and duties from triangulation to aerial photography is satisfying and 
plentiful. But the edge is taken off when Jack, at the start, meets up with two myster- 
ious “foreigners”, Adolph and Carlos. Through various assignments he keeps running into ie 
them until, a year later in Alaska, they are finally nailed as the agents of a plot to 
see the U.S. with atom bombs intended to wreck commerce. For this, Jack duly receives 
glory and quick promotion, a fate we fear is not for most. (6/5. LC: 56-9580) 





Lodestar Books Prentice Hall 
5/7 ea. $2.95 


A series of adventure stories about young people and intended to incorporate 
historical and scientific data, LODESTAR BOOKS was launched last year. So far most of 
the titles have been fiction or fictionalized accounts. Though two of the titles in this 
group are. first hand accounts of actual expeditions, they have the quality of narrative 


fiction and we will continue to place LODESTAR BOOKS in this section with specific mention 
in individual reports where the books are based on real events. Note reviews for sharp 
deviations in quality. 


Bloomfield, Howard- LAST CRUISE OF THE NIGHTWATCH- Bob, a Long Island boy whose 
father's illness has necessitated the sale of the family's 34-foot yawl, sails the boat 
south to Florida with the help of his cousin Monk. From New York to Norfolk they go by 
way of the Atlantic, but from Norfolk on their route is through the network of inland water- 
ways that cross the Carolinas and Georgia. Though the emphasis in the book is on sailing 
techniques, charting, weather, navigation and so on, there are side plots that keep the 
boys hopping. The first has to do with their captain, Tinsley, something of a tippler but 
a good hearted soul whom they lose in Manhattan and find again in the South. Then there is 
Bud, who tries to steal some of their wares and, when caught, turns in to their good friend 
and cook. They rescue another boating family in distress too and by the time Florida and 
the Nightwatch's prospective buyer have been reached, the boys have their rewards both in 
money and experiences. Nautical episodes with playfully rough humor. (LC: 56-8156) 


Ferrier, Marion and Ben- GOD'S RIVER COUNTRY- The names Marion and Ben Ferrier 
should be familiar to those who have ventured into Northern Canada, for they are well 
known explorers and guides in that wide district. It is Marion who writes here of the 
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expedition she and her husband recently led down God's River from Winnipeg to Hudson's 
Bay- a tough exacting trip of 1,000 miles by canoe. The outing took six weeks and 
they took along several teen age boys (among them Adlai Stevenson III) and two Amer- 
ican university botanists in search of plant specimens. Practically every day of the 
trip had its high spots- from shooting rapids to learning from local Indians, and the 
straightforward narrative, which is lively and chatty where it needs to be, is also 
seriously concerned with its portrayal of the wilderness and its many faces. Illus- 
trated with photographs. (LC: 56-8155) 


Lazo, Hector- ON THE TRAIL OF INCA GOLD- An improbable tale is told with a 
matching melodrama as Dick, the son of the American ambassador in Lima, becomes famous 
through his discovery of Inca relics, not to mention a lost tribe of Indians which he 
stumbles upon through a tunnel in the Andean fortress of Sacsahuaman. On a trek 
through the mountains from Huancayo to Cuzco with a professor and three Peruvian chums, 
Dick and his friends visit the fortress where Dick gets lost. His brief stay with 
the Indians, (whose identity and location must remain secret after he escapes) his 
lavish lionizing by the authorities, the histrionics of Dick's family relationships 
(he agonizes constantly about parental restrictions- hence the whole affair has the 
air of a dream release)- all have a stridence hardly compensated for by Peruvian 
archeological information. Photographs of the area illustrated. (LC: 56-8157) 


Vaughan, John Arthur- CANGA- A first person narrative of an expedition taken 
by the author and his 17 year old son Nelson with good sense and drama accounts for 
much of the life they saw along the Araguaya River in the Brazilian jungle. When 
Vaughan, an American working in Rio, decided to make the trip with his son to the 
large river island of Bananal, they consulted with a Scotch missionary, the Reverend 
Mr. MacIntyre, but even his wide knowledge could give them only a hint of what lay 
before. The account of what followed makes very good reading, for the Vaughans were 
not only taxed to the utmost of their abilities by nature itself but by various deal- 
ings with the Indians on whom they either had to depend for services or avoid like 
the plague. The island of Bananal too comes in for close scrutiny and an element of 
drama is introduced with the loss of the Vaughans' canoe and their temporary stay 
with a tribe whose semi-hostility kept them on tenterhooks. Good comment on an area 
that has its fascination. Best of the group. Illustrated with photographs. (LC:56-8151) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Asimov, Isaac Abelard-Schuman 
INSIDE THE ATOM $2.75 


To add to the many recent surveys of atoms and their function (see Atoms 
Today and Tomorrow by Margaret Hyde, The Tenth Wonder by Carleton Pearl,etc.) this is 
another efficient study which, with Asimov's name, should have its drawing power. In 
well organized form the chapters discuss atomic content in nature, the arrangement of 
atoms and basic sub-atomic particles, elements and their isotopes, instability, atomic 
span of life, the bombardment of nuclei and the changes it brings about, and lastly, 
atomic energy and its dangers and its hopeful possibilities for mankind. Plenty to 
chew on here, all very well explained by a man whose business is science. Illustrated 
with drawings and diagrams by John Radford. (5/11. LC: 56-5910) 


Barclay, Isabel Doubleday 
WORLDS WITHOUT END $3.95 E 


A survey of that never ending activity called exploration gives a well plan- 
ned world view of voyages of discovery, their causes and consequences, starting with 
the earliest known record of them- the trips commissioned to Punt by Queen Hatshepsut 
of Egypt in 1500 B.C. Following along chronologically, and dividing her chapters into 
three main categories, the author describes the exploratory activities of the Vikings 
and the Chinese, of Columbus and Cabot, of Livingston and of Peary, to make but a few. 
In this sense the book is an orthodox coverage. But the chapters, taken individually 
or as a whole,contain the kind of writing and organization that indicate a good sense 
of time and place as well as the broader trends in world history. A fine book to use 
either in school or for the pure reading pleasure it will give. Illustrated with 
drawings by Rafael Palacios. (6/21. LC: 55-10503) 
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Viszton Books Farrar, Straus 


5/21 $1.95 


Lomask, Milton- JOHN CARROLL: BISHOP AND PATRIOT- Growing up in the decades im- 
mediately before the American Revolution, as the son of a well-to-do Irish Catholic store- 
keeper in Maryland, John Carroll's natural inclinations were to a godliness made more prom- 
inent by the Puritan persecution of the Roman faith. When hardly more than a boy his 
parents sent him to St. Omer, a Jesuit school run by British priests in Belgium, and it 
was there that John finally decided to become a priest. His choice led to the happy, hard- 
working fulfillment of his desires. At home once again, Catholics were allowed their 
own churches and John had his Maryland parish. But with the coming of the Revolution he 
was appointed to increasingly important tasks- as a member of the commission to procure 
aid from Canada and as Bishop of Maryland. Simply and naturally told. With pictures by 
Joshua Tolford. (LC: 56-7279) 


Coombs, Charles Morrow 
SURVIVAL IN THE SKY $3.75 


From Skyrocketing Into the Unknown (Morrow, 1954) Mr. Coombs has come back down 
a little nearer Earth for a closer look at the human factors involved in the rapidly ex- 
panding field of terrestrial flight. Much of his material does cover the work being done 
to study the possibilities of space flight and this includes chapters on the G-load exper- 
iments of Col. Stapp as well as the psychological factors men must consider when floating 
in space. But for the most part his text is an excitingly presented consideration of test 
planes now being developed, of physical and mechanical problems tangential to flying beyond 
the speed of sound, of possibilities for civilian travel as well as military endeavours, of 
experiments such as the convertiplane (which may revolutionize air travel) and the pogo 
stick. A good layman's introduction made interesting by its suspenseful style and its 
speculations on the effect of machinery on man. Many photographs. (5/2. LC: 56-6577) 





Shipton, Eric Books About Series- Prentice-Hall 
MEN AGAINST EVEREST $2.75 


Yet another do on Everest (see Leonard Wibberly's Epics of Everest~- 1954) pre- 
sents a fair and readable chronology of events on,and in connection with, the mountain, up 
to and including the successful climb in 1953. The discovery of Everest's height in 1852, 
first routes to the peak and first attempts, the tragedies of Mallory and Irvine and of 
others- all these topics come under capable scrutiny by Mr. Shipton, who is a climber him- 
self and fully aware of the trials, dangers and details that must go into such undertakings. 
For an introductory work this should fill the bill and inspire readers to go to the more 
complete studies. Illustrated with photographs and line drawings. (5/7. LC: 56-6753) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Fairbairn, Douglas Simon & Schuster 
A MAN'S WORLD $3.00 


A story that may hit the market of The Catcher in the Rye takes young George 
Fox through a revealing summer in Cannes where he has come as mess boy aboard a private 
yacht. It is in trying to rescue an orphaned French girl from her bondage that George 
plays St. George against a dragon.of an aunt. His forced growth into maturity crumples 
before its inadequacy but, framed in a motley of incidents and personalities, it may 
have its influence in the reaim ol being a real boy. (Full report on p.251.4/?LC:56-7485 ) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 to 16 Section: 





Asimov, Isaac- INSIDE THE ATOM Abelard-Schuman 
Barclay, Isabel- WORLDS WITHOUT END — Doubleday Sy 
Coombs, Charles- SURVIVAL IN THE SKY Morrow 
Ferrier, Marion & Ben- GOD'S RIVER COUNTRY Prentice-Hall 
Shipton, Eric- MEN AGAINST EVEREST Prentice-Hall 


Vaughn, John Arthur- CANGA Prentice-Hall 
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Folsom, Franklin Crown 
EXPLORING AMERICAN CAVES $5.00 































A spelunking guide for the amateur generates excitement as well as a thor- 
ough consideration of safety measures in the sport. Our guide explains the origin of 
caves, the significance of life and fossils found therein, and the history of many 
caves too is recounted in terms of their discovery. Advice on equipment, a directory 
of caves open to the public, a glossary etc. complete this underground vacation guide. 
(Fall report on p. 266. 5a 1s 56-7190) 


Arnothy, eaiesscile Dutton 
I AM FIFTEEN AND I DON'T WANT TO DIE $2.75 


From the diaries of a Hungarian girl comes the story of her days in Budapest 
during the Russian bombardment and the nightmare that comes with the Russian occupa- 
tion. Though the author and her father escape to Vienna, the future is a question 
and the hysteria of mounting horrors and a teen ager's despair of ever knowing normal 
life have an impact of terror endured by faith. (Full report on p.271. 6/11. LC:56-9028) 


Merfield, Fred G.with Farrar, Straus 
Miller, Harry GORILLA HUNTER $3.75 


A collection of trail tales from Fred Merfield's years as a professional 
hunter here pictures the Cameroons where he tracked his unusual specialty, gorillas. 
Adventures include classic escapes from cannibals as well as the observation of 
gorilla life which, handled in collaboration with the zoologist Harry Miller, has 
its own fascinating and admirable qualities. era nape on p.273. 6/® LC:56-6158) 

\ ow , } f ‘ b 
nce cppenoly Omer KL | gt) OF AL PM? Yad fy Harcourt, Brace 
JUNIPERO SERRA: whowmtepOF"CaTTY0rmve |v $6.5007) 






Both his unending piety and self-sacrifice and his leadership in the con- 
quest and Christianizing of California mark Serra for the lasting attention of pos- 
terity. From his beginnings in Majorca and Mexico on to the important roles he played 
as a mission maker and in his struggles with Spanish political and military forces, 
this is a reverent biography, circumstantial and valuable in Church as well as 
secular history. Not popularly written, but worth remembering as a book to satisfy 
interests, or for supplementary reading. (Fall report on p. 238. 5/2. 16:56-7917) 


Cutright, Paul R. Harper 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT: THE NATURALIST $4.00 


This is a biographical substantiation not only of Roosevelt's lifetime in- 
terest but of his lasting legacy. Though he abandoned natural history upon graduation 
from Harvard, it was only as a career and not as an avocation. From his years in the 
West an enthusiasm continued which only tapered off after the South American trip and 
in the later more sedentary years. Its description here has both a historical and a 
natural historical worth. (Full report on p. 269. J LC: 56-6914) 


Jones, Dorothea } Harper 
WASHINGTON IS WONDERFUL $3.75 





All the ingredients to make your visit a "capital" one are here, for the 
first section is devoted to a background of the district while the second consists 
of ten easy tours in and beyond Washington. There are all the aspects of Washington 
that make up its special charm in a book that is a must for tourists, and a refresher 
course with some surprises for old hands. Photos and drawings. (Full report on p.260. 
‘Publ. LC: 55-8057) 
( Oc 
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Chafee, Zechariah Lippincott 
THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY $5.00 


Dr. Chafee, a prominent professor of law at Harvard, has rendered great service a 
to civil liberties both nationally and internationally. His definition of liberty here 
is impressive and worthy of attention. Chapters dealing with various aspects of liberty- 
from its absence in the McCarran Act to free speech in the U.N.- each examine their sub- 
jects with depth and often drama. They enlarge and clarify the abiding American concept 
of liberty, the one that comes to us from the doctrines of the Revolution and remains alive 
in the minds of enlightened thinkers to use as a tool for successful modern living. A 
gripping, reasonable book (excellent for supplementary reading in history) that should 
reach as many readers as possible. (Full report on p. 262. 5/9. 10:56-6563) 


Truman, Margaret with 
Cousins, Margaret McGraw-Hill 
SOUVENIR $3.95 


Margaret Truman's story has a wholesome quality that will appeal to those who 
welcome a sense of trust in people in high places, warm devotion, and the story of an 
average girl in an average American family. Intimate details of life in the White House 
are told with a contagious enthusiasm for what they meant to an unspoiled girl who, despite 
a rising prominence, remained herself, built her own career in music and made friends every- 
where. (Full report on p. 259. 5/21. 10:56-8871) 


Corbett, Jim Oxford 
TREE TOPS $1.75 


A short account of Princess Elizabeth's overnight visit in 1952 to Tree Tops, 
a giant ficus tree in Kenya, details her stay there with the Duke and the Royal Party. co 
There is danger from a possible elephant attack, the watching and photographing of other 
animals, talks about hunting and about her sick father and Corbett bids a Queen goodbye 
for on her return she was to hear of his death. With Corbett's own death in 1955 this is 
the last to come from the author of Man Eaters of Kumaon. Illustrated with black and white 
drawings by Raymond Sheppard. (Full report on p. 262. 4/26. 1C:56-8529) 


Pfeiffer, John Random House 
THE CHANGING UNIVERSE $4.75 


* A description of radio astronomy, now opening areas hitherto inaccessible to 
traditional optical telescopes and enlisting the aid of electronics and radar specialists 
as well as the astronomer, this presents fascinating, important material presented within 
the reach of lay readers. If the potentialities for astronomy are immense, tuning in on 
the telltale sounds of outer space also promise valuable findings as to the design and 
composition of space, improved communications and transportation. That the new science 
has not been widely or clearly explained assures this a ready audience. (Full report on 
pe 234. 5/14. 10:56-522h) 


Young, Agatha Random House 
SCALPEL: MEN WHO MADE SURGERY $4.00 





This story of surgery is synthesized through the lifework of eight doctors who 
made significant advances, and personalized through their lives and the cities and times 
in which they lived and worked. Progress and stumbling blocks are revealed in accounts 
of Vesalius, Pare, William Harvey, John Hunter, McDowell, Lister, Halsted and Cushing and 
the record is interested, animated and always readable. (Full report on p. 234. 5/14.) i‘ 
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None for the money; two for the show 


That's the way it looks; let's hope we are wrong. The "two" that "show" are the 

new Susan Ertz, THE CHARMED CIRCLE (Harber), thoroughly readable, but not as ingrat- 
tating as I've usually felt her novels to be; and a dark horse which introduces an 
English writer to be reckoned with, Hugh Hickling and FALCONER'S VOYAGE (Houghton, 
Mifflin). See reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Fiction 


April 26 


Howard, Elizabeth Jane Viking-Reynal 
THE LONG VIEW $3.75 


A second novel defines and refines the shifting status of a woman's life 
with considerable acuity and urbanity, retraces the past from a point in time when at 
4O Antonia Fleming faces a chilly future alone-- her children have grown up and her 
husband has grown away from her. A retrogressive device is used- Antonia, as she 
looks ahead to the empty years on which she "must graft some fabric of her life", 
goes progressively backward through her personal past from the war years, to a short, 
rather meaningless affair while her husband sustained his controlled relationships 
with other women; to the few days following her marriage, and Conrad's skillful tute- 
lage which she met with uncertainty and a little inadequacy and the knowledge that 
there would be no emotional liens beyond the demands of his desire; and finally to a 
first love affair, at 17, an inconstant character who proved to be one of her mother's 
lovers.... Miss Howard, a sensitive stylist, writes with a smarting sense of fugitive 
and perishable emotions, but with sympathy as well as disenchantment. This should 
have an admiring, sophisticated feminine audience. (1C:56-7603) 


May 15 


Hickling, Hugh Houghton, Mifflin 
FALCONER 'S VOYAGE $3.50 


Hugh Hickling writes with assurance, mastery and perception that proclaims 
gruelling self discipline unusual in a first novel (he has published one earlier book 
in England - this his first here). To place him in any category may be unfair, but 
Nicholas Monsarrat is the closest analogy. There is similar exactitude of detail in 
background, this time the landing craft destined for the Normandy invasion, the young 
officers and their men, the training exercises, the shore leave. There is what 
Monsarrat did not attain in his early Corvette books - depth perception of the cha- 
racters and what makes them tick - and growth and transformation of personality in 
exposure to the challenge of war. Falconer was an able young officer - but a des- 
picable character, callous, negligent of equipment and lives, indifferent to the men 
under him, to people who didn't matter, and untouched by the news that a Wren was 
carrying his child. Other men come alive in these pages - the pimply, inept, zealous 
Shanks; Kenwright, who alone was impervious to Falconer's insults; the unsavory 
Undershaft and Thatcher, who did not trouble to hide their perversion. You get the 
sense of boredom, of release in women and liquor and cards, even when it involves 
cheating. You get a sense of attainment, when at last the training comes into its 
own with the invasion. And in the title you get the realization that this is a "“voyage’ 
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in a dual sense- as the men, particularly Falconer, change under fire. Not a pleasant book. 
Perhaps too British for most American readers. But a book that accents the gift of a 







newcomer. (LC:56-7010) & 
May 21 
Pohl, Frederick & Ballantine 
Kornbluth, C. M. $.35 paper: $2.00 






PRESIDENTIAL YEAR 


Another political rally in keeping with the election to come reveals the campaign 
within a campaign with the accent on the "kingmakers" rather than the candidate. Professor 
Houck leaves his law courses to join the team readying senior senator Davis for the pres- 
idential stakes and learns that practical politics are not always pretty. Davis breaks a 
leg and a general anesthetic leaves the threat of undependability. With the wheels rolling 
and the need to stop the chance of John Robert O'Sullivan (a "dreamer, bigot and saintly 
demagogue") getting the nomination, the switch is to Mahlon Stoddert, who does not have 
Houck's full trust and, as they make their play for the primaries and tour the states, 
Houck, writing Stoddert's speeches, sees the concessions, the deals, the salvage, after un- 
expected set-backs, and the pandering to local, lobby and personal demands. The payoff 
comes, after the national convention and the nomination, when Houck chooses to get out and 
save his health and his marriage - and his integrity. A seminar in party politics, this 
fingers the angles and focuses the attention on the not so sweet uses of publicity and makes 
a time-worthy bid for attention. (10:56-9441) 


May 29 


deRopp, Robert St. Martin's Press 
IF I FORGET THEE $3.95 


Judea, and Jerusalem in particular, and the events leading up to the revolt in & 
70 A.D. of the Jews against the Romans are the setting for the story of Lucius Cimber and 
his love for Rebecca, daughter of the High Priest, Ananias. Lucius, almost 16 at the 
opening, has learned the glory - and the dissolution - of Rome and he has absorbed the 
teachings of the Jewish faith so that, when his father reveals that his mother was a Jewess, 
he is deeply aware of his two allegiances. The wrongs of Gessius Florus, the procurator, 
the fanatics of the Zealots and the viciousness of the Sicarri result in an uprising in 
which Lucius is unable to save his father's life and he joins the Roman forces. He is the 
innocent means of the butchery of the Roman garrison after they have surrendered and, es- 
caping, comes with the legions, under Titus, to lay siege to Jerusalem. With the help of | 
his aunt he is able to use the secret passageways under the Temple to treat with the nearly | 
starved defenders, finds Rebecca again but is parted from her when she becomes a captive | 
after the Romans have conquered. He fights a lion in the arena to save her but she is 
killed and he, after the Roman triumphs, goes to live the life of a hermit. Tyranny at its 
worst ruining later attempts at fair dealing, the conflict of faiths and cultures, the 
cumulative horrors of massacres are here in every aspect and the geography, topography and 
physical appearance of Jerusalem are in full detail so that the melodrama of those times 
achieves a violent color. 
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Bourne, Peter Putnam , 
WHEN GOD SLEPT $4.50 / 


A tale of derring-do against a dramatic and colorful background, - Cambodia 
(then known as Kambuja) in the 12th century, when this almost mythical kingdom was at the 
height of its power- and the depth of its depravity. Today the ruins of the majestic 

Angkor Wat stand as a mute memorial to vanished splendours - rediscovered after six hundred 
years of oblivion....The story told against this setting follows the adventures of Michael 
de Bernay, youthful squire of the days of chivalry, who, with his bodyguard, Will, was 

captured by the Arabs during a crusade, and grew to manhood in the bonds of abject slavery, 
































April 15, 1956 Fiction -285- 





which never downed his awareness of his own destiny, his determination to keep the 
rules of knighthood. The days as a galley slave behind them, the two were bought in 
a roundup of slaves for the building of the vast temple, a project made possible only 
by ruthless cruelty and disregard of human lives. Then- transferred to the household 
of a princess of the royal family, the two "white slaves" won trust and special pri- 
vileges- and played a part in the changing fortunes of the state. Next with an inva- 
sion of the Chams and a slave insurrection they gained their liberty. There is little 
attempt to plumb depths of character- but as a picaresque adventure tale, told with 
distinction and abundance of color and drama, it ranks well above average. Putnam 
is playing it up as a big "find"- despite Bourne's long time record in the field of 
exotic historicals. (10:56-6491) 
a 

Announcing for Junell “ 
Colette Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 

THE RIPENING SEED $3.00 °° 


This novel is one in the series of Colette's works- in new translations- 
which the publisher is presenting. An American audience may be more familiar with it 
through the film which appeared about a year ago, The Game of Love. It is also the 
book for which the author had a special affection in which she portrayed the "dawning 
of love and the difficult path that leads from childhood to adolescence” as a boy and 
a girl make the troubled discovery of the world of the senses. 


June 18 


Burnett, W.R. | Knopf 
PALE MOON $3.50 


Doan Packer comes to San Miguel in the Southwest, recovering from a shat- 
tered political career, a broken marriage, and an injured lung. And there he comes 
up against the one man rule of Jake Starr, who controlled everyone except his daugh- 
ter Opal whose pale face concealed an incalculable Comanche heart. Jake, drunk and 
brutal in his last years, is ambushed- and Opal marries Doan, grooms him to succeed 
Jake in the next election. But when his opponent is also killed, after a dirty 
scuffle in which Packer's own past is revived- Doan is the last to figure that Opal . 
has killed him, as she had killed her father, but that she will die to save him now.... 
For those who remember Adobe Walls, this is again a western- with a difference- anc 
it is an effortlessly effective type of action adventure. (1LC:56-5769) 


Lall, Anand Knopf 
THE HOUSE AT ADAMPUR $3.50 


A short novel that passes episodically through a dozen years or more of 
Indian efforts to achieve independence concerns itself with the impress of the era 
and its hint of change on youth and age. Dewan Ram Nath, elderly Brahmin and doting 
urele of Geeta, sees the celebration of a christening as a hymn to creation and cannot 
complete his self-image of purity because his lust for life lures him to the pleasure 
palace of his dallying friend, Muzaffar Kahn. Jai Singh, a young leader for freedom, 
loves first Lena and later/+he deceitful cousin Geeta but fails to hold either ultima- 
tely. Lena, a lovely, grave girl and worker for freedom who goes to jail in the course 
of the disturbances, unaccountably flutters to the ground after her release, even re- 
questing an arranged marriage which her love for Prakash renders unnecessary. Geeta, 
the spoiled one, marries a Bombay millionaire. To Jai Singh is left the house at 
Adampur (old mistresses removed) with its peace-giving intimations of antiquity. Low- 
keyed and sporadic, this lacks definition and remains remote, yet leaves a faint 
clinging aura as it passes. (1C:56-6649) 
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Gascar, Pierre | Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
BEASTS AND MEN $3.50 a 
From France, where Gascar was awarded the Prix Femina and the Prix Goncourt, 


this collection of short stories is symbolical in intent, sombre to savage in tone, and 
unsparing in its view of an animal world - cunning- ruthless- rabid-which confronts man 

and reflects him. In the frenzied stampede of The Horses, Peer, who could gentle them, 
finds a release for his own anger; a search for the giant rat, known as Gaston, through the 
sewers of a city presages the "gnawing destruction” of an invasion to come; a bridal couple 
spend their first night in a rented room- along with a malignant cat; a boy's apprentice- 
ship in a butcher shop is a dark ordeal; and there is the bleak graveyard in The Season 

of the Dead, a concentration camp during the war, with its vitiation of souls as well as 
bodies.... The feral threat of cat and rat and dog and horse, the reversion of man to the 
secondary state of primitive impulses, these form a powerful projection- imaginative, de- ’ 
solate. Limited. (IC:56-7052) 


June 20 \/ 


Ertz, Susan Harper 
THE CHARMED CIRCLE $3.95 


Report repeated from the January lst issue when postponed for Literary Guild se- 
lection; it is the July choice.- "The Prentisses set their backs to the world and tried 
to preserve the complacent unity of their own ‘charmed circle’. But in a period which 
embraced two world wars and a depression, that was bound to fail. Myron Prentiss, whose 
claim to fame rested on his collection of Impressionistic paintings, a well lined pocket 
book, and a wife who was the backbone of the family- saw in family loyalty the answer to 
security. It was Clarissa, the adored daughter, who first tried to break the circle, only- 
on her wedding night- to rush back to its protection. Then Halley, who tells the story, 
tries to lead a double life- finding excuse after excuse for keeping his marriage in London 
a secret from his family in Paris. Finally, Julian seeks escape through the Communist 
alliance, only to exchange enslavements. It is not a wholly credible story, but Susan Ertz 
makes you believe it as you read it. As always her ability to involve the reader in the 
intimate thoughts and actions of her characters makes for good reading”. (LC :55-10708) 


June 21 * 


Fisher, Vardis Doubleday / 
PEMMICAN $3.95 


Not since The Children of God has Vardis Fisher contributed so vital an explo- 
ration of a segment of the growth of the American scene as this brutal, violent story of 
the war between the Hudson's Bay Company and the new North Westers. His central figure 
is David MacDonald, a fictional character whose concern is the welfare of the HBC of which 

he is a factor, responsible for the securing of the pemmican for the trappers and the traders- 

and for the trade with the Indians at one of the forts. A new interest slashes across his 
dedicated life. He sees and falls in love with Sunday, a savage white girl brought up from 
babyhood as an Indian and promised to a Blackfoot chief. These two threads of plot create 
exaggerated menaces in David's life, as the buffalo hunt and butchering, the terror of a 
stampede, the eternal threat of storm become magnified by the hatred of the Indian chief, 
the suspicion of betrayal - and the growing factor of war to the death with the North 
Westers. Massacre of settiements, systematic creation of unrest between the tribes, bribery 
and corruption and theft, and finally a bitter march in the teeth of storm, internationally 
starved by the watching NW plotters, add up to destruction for the HBC. It is an exciting 
story, but so overlaid by obsessive insistence on sexual and bodily functions, prurient, 
over realistically detailed, that the process of reading is unpleasant in the extreme. Is 
this necessary? For this reader it marred the achievement which otherwise might well’ be - 
significant. (1C:56-6491) 








April 15, 1956 Fiction -287- 
June 2l 


Rucker, Helen Little, Brown 
THE CARGO OF BRIDES $3.95 


From the well-preserved pride and tradition of the Bancroft house in Boston, 
17 year old Marianna, adopted by her uncle after her parents' death, rebels, and joins 
Asa Mercer's recruitment of brides in 1865 for the heaven of bachelors in Seattle. 
Before the female emigration sets sail, Marianna has become an afterthought for eli- 
gible, attractive Scotty Campbell and on the trip marries him. Luxury turn-outs in 
San Francisco do not prepare her for the rawness of young Seattle but the discovery 
of Scotty's divorced wife, the actress Aurora Bolster, does spur her into proving 


that she is indispensable in his business affairs and that Aurora is no threat to her — 


marriage. Fire on his wharf causes Marianna to lose her baby; Aurora wrecks Scotty's 
security with the news that they are not legally divorced; Marianna finds the town - 
and her husband-against her and is forced to learn from all her mistakes and from the 
people she had ignored through her New England upbringing. And she fights for Scotty, 
to the point of paying off Aurora and adopting her son, fathered by Scotty, so that 
her return to Seattle is a triumph - of calculated loss versus complete defeat. A 
hustling, buetding town a-growing, a mettlesome heroine and a hodge podge of frontier 
incidents keep this active - and feminine - within a regional and historical frame. 
(LC 56-9064 ) 


June 2? } 4 


Troyat, Henri Simon & Schuster 
THE SEED AND THE FRUIT $3.95 


A scrupulous record of a young girl's coming of age (and death will be a 
catalyst) in a small village in the provinces, and her first year of marriage in 
Paris just before World War II, is a solid, faithful likeness. Amelie Aubernat, whose 
sweet seriousness attracts the proposal of Jean Eyrolles when she is still seventeen, 
accepts- under the pressure of her parents- but is unready for marriage. The slow, 
lingering death of her mother matures her- and she breaks off the engagement to stay 
with her father and her younger brother, until she meets Pierre and falls in love. 
Marriage to Pierre takes her to Paris; during the first months she is an often naive 
and sometimes unreasonably jealous wife when Pierre is too often and too long away; 
finally together they take over the proprietorship of a cafe, make a success of it 
when Pierre goes off to war- and she goes home to have their first child alone.... 
Commonplace lives and common cireumstances are reproduced here in homely but likable 
detail; the French bon sens populaire is again a commendable virtue and this is for 
an audience schooled to French realism. It may not be a wide one. (106:56-7494) 


Beyond The Pale 


May 14 


Mead, Harold Ballantine 
BRIGHT PHOENIX $2.00- $.35 


The forward look shows how uncivilized a State civilization can be- when 
eugenically evolved and regimented. John Waterville, an explorer, is sent with the 
Colonists to an Island, loses Jenny, whom he loves, who is sent to be Reconditioned 
(her mind is destroyed). Even the savages seem more human than those dedicated to 
the State, and when Jenny's mind returns, Waterville attempts to make an escape, and 
loses her forever. Huxley-an configuration, with a moral. (LC :56-9577) 
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May 23 


Leighton, Lee Ballantine 
BEYOND THE PASS $.35 - $2.00 * 


Robert Buel, hired as a bounty hunter to bring in two outlaws, returns home to 
Dirken's Hole (Colorado), lonely country with its own unwritten laws. While, with the 
exception of Judy O'Hara, the natives are not friendly- to outsiders, Buel learns to like 
the two men he must bring in, and finds there are more dangerous offenders to contend with. 
Firm, trim, and updated for current tastes. (10:56-9443) 








June 7 


Olsen, D. B. Doubleday 
DEATH WALKS ON CAT FEET $2.75 


Those ladylike spinsters, Rachel and Jennifer Murdock, indulging in their usual 
flurry in crime and some new, heady wins at the races. Rachel runs into a disappearance, 
of three years past, that ties in with a pet shop, a bookie - and the fast running horses. 
A cat that is an impostor, the vanished woman, suspected husband, and the question of 
money are all in line for more gore for little old ladies. Purr-adventure. (LC :56-7539) 


June 1@ 26 


Bell, Josephine Macmillan 
DEATH IN RETIREMENT $2.75 


The author of Bones In The Barrow (1955) turns in another low-geared, step-by- 
step criminal coding in the action surrounding elderly Dr. Olive Clayton, a missionary 
who had not claimed her retirement rewards. Not approving her niece's coming marriage, 
Dr. Clayton's arrangements for a companion-couple end in murder and poisoning and the old “ 
lady's avoidance of publicity results in discoveries about the past - which in turn point e 
the way to truth - but not proof. Slow but steadfast English. (1C:56-9616) 


Se - * | ££ ot ee 


A DARK HORSE 
June 20 


Furnas, J- C. ‘ Morrow- Wm. Sloane 
GOODBYE TO UNCLE TOM $6.00 


Report repeated from p. 66, January 15, 1956 issue of the Bulletin. As July 
Book-of-the-Month Club selection, it was postponed from March 28. "Mr. Furnas, a socio- 
logical sleuth, traces the myth of Uncle Tom to its sources in American history. He also 
unravels the invidious consequences of this myth, and exposes the factual absurdities and 
logical chaos upon which it rests. How frequent was the runaway slave and what prompted 
him? Who was the 'typicali' plantation owner and his overseer? The beliefs, still preva- 
lent today, that Negroes form a racial entity, that Negroes were 'better off' in their 
native Africa, that Negroes gain from the admixture of white blood, that Negroes are nearer 
to the ‘animal nature' than white men are, that the Negro soul is 'simpler' and held in 
some ‘special' regard in Heaven -- all such pernicious, unfounded notions spring if not 
directly from Uncle Tom's Cabin then at least from its heritage. Mr. Furnas has done an 
immense service in the struggle against racial prejudice and stereotype thinking in general. 
He writes with humor and conviction and should attract the thoughtful, liberal reader." 
Illustrated - 12 photographs, 12 line cuts. (10:56-5857) 
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A Reasonable General Average- with Few Peaks 





There are a number of books for which the market is prescribed by the subject matter. 


These you will find for yourselves. You might miss, however, a controversial- and 
provocative- book, NAUGHT FOR YOUR COMFORT by Trevor Huddleston (Doubleday). 







PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 































May 1 
Marsh, Irving T. & 
Ehre, Edward - fds. Dutton 
BEST SPORTS STORIES: 1956 Edition $3.75 


Year in year out the sports pages of the country record the passing scene. 
Fortunately for those who like to ruminate over sports events the best of these 
stories are annually culled from papers and magazines. The reliable standby editors, 
Bob Considine, John Chamberlain and Quentin Reynolds do their usual excellent job. 
Baseball, football, basketball, golf, tennis, horse racing, boxing are represented 
along with some lesser known forms of athletics. There is excitement, pathos, humor 
and just good story telling. Repetition never worries these readers and although 
many of these stories sound like last year's crop, they still make good reading. 
Sports writers- as a group- are good reporters with their hearts in their work. (LC: 


45-35124 ) 
May 10 


@ Hoskins, Katherine Noonday Press 
VILLA NARCISSE $3.00 


This slim book of verses, which have appeared in such esoteric magazines 
as Gryphon, Partisan Review, Poetry and The Tiger's Eye are the works of Katherine 
Hoskins here gathered into one volume for the first time. The scintillating precision 
and virtuosity of form somewhat obscures the thinness of substance. It is unusual 
to find such a mastery of words and verse forms in a poet who has so little to say. 
With the exception of the first poem, To the Patron, a beautiful metaphysical piece, 
it is hard to see what she is driving at. As the magazines which have published 
her poetry would indicate to the initiate, she is "precious" to a degree. Neverthe- 
less to those who scan the poetic horizon, this star should be watched to see if it 
will ever become a meteor. 


May 17 


Huddleston, Trevor C. R. Doubleday 
NAUGHT FOR YOUR COMFORT $3.75 


* This is an important, an absorbingly interesting and a disturbing book. 
It will be controversial, not only in South Africa, where the racial issue with which 
it deals is dynamite, but in all parts of the Christian world, where consciences 
should be aroused to the extremes of racial discrimination, the ghetto conditions where 
intimidation and fear rival totalitarianism at its worst. Father Huddleston has spent 
twelve years as an Anglican missioner and educator in Johannesburg. He writes out of 
profound conviction that only when the world conscience is aroused can the cause he 
sponsors win against the present government in South Africa. He brings to his argu- 
fa ment full barrage of evidence:- legislation discriminatory to the ultimate peak; 
policy resulting in antiquated justice, restrictions on speech and gathering and move- 
ment; specific instances proving conclusively that crime and delinquency are the in- 
evitable outcome; housing issues beyond imagination, producing squatter camps, reserves 
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that are virtually controlled concentration camps; the Bantu Education Act aimed towards 

downgrading all native blacks; brutality, contempt, economic blocks. It is a pitiless 2 { 
indictment, marshalling the arguments advanced and pulling them down- whether the advocate 

is a South African European, a government official, or- and this shows the courage of 

the man- members and officials of his own church, who urge delay and caution, or of the 

Dutch Reform Church, whose voice is a strong and powerful one, angry and unafraid, in 

matters political in South Africa. This is another J/’Accuse. And Father Huddleston is 

no mean advocate. (1C:56-8495) 


May 21 


Magalaner, Marvin & New York University Press 
Kain, Richard M. $5.00 


JOYCE: THE MAN, THE WORK, THE REPUTATION 


This readable volume, rich in allusion to literary criticism and biographical 
commentary, takes on the appearance of an adhoc reckoning of writing on James Joyce. The 
authors apply the leavening of their own viewpoint in a sweetly reasonable approach that 
draws the collected material into shape, at times commenting upon it, at times acting as 
another voice in the crowd of interpreters and evaluators. There is merely a discreet 
bow of dismissal to the outer man in "The Problem of Biography" accompanied by the remark 
that research in the biographical area is the most needed of Joycean material. The works 
are considered with care through direct appraisal and through the criticism of scores of 
literati. Varied examples are William Tindall's "chamber-pot reading" of the poetry versus 
Rebecca West's sense of Joyce as sentimentalist; Ezra Pound's plus and V. S. Pritchett's 
minus count on Dubliners; Francis Fergusson on Fxiles; Mallarme on Ulysses; Padraic and = 
Mary Colum, Den Haan, Gorman... This pastiche of material on the nature of the interior 
man as apostate, exile and artist, on the nature of the writing he produced and the repu- 
tation it has brought, is valuable in familiarizing the reader with exploration of Joyce's 
realm to date. It engenders enthusiasm for further nines and enrichment through 
source reading and research. Indexed. (1C:56-6292) 





May 24 


Barker, Gray University Books 
THEY KNEW TOO MUCH ABOUT FLYING SAUCERS $3.50 


Barker belongs to what is known- by the fraternity- as the non-contact group 
of creditors of flying saucers. He differs to that extent from Adamski and his fellow 
writers who claim to have explored the mysteries at first hand(i.e. Flying Saucers Have 
Landed and Inside the Space Ships). Those who want to believe are given full specifics; 
those who like science fiction can read these books from that angle. Theories about the 
origin of flying saucers are becoming as numerous as the reported sightings. Criticisms 
of these theories are no less plentiful. Now comes this account of how the discoverers 
of the TRUTH have been frightened or compelled into silence by sombre clad visitors (either 
from the FBI or as direct emissaries from an underground, "decadent" people, who once re- 
vealed their existence through a welder's apparatus). The evidence for the Great Conspira- 
cy derives from hearsay talks, noncommittal statements, inadequately explained decisions to 
discontinue laying bare the TRUTH, etc., etc. All we have here is a series of elaborate 
surmises about certain mysterious behaviour patterns. As an ace investigator of saucer 
phenomena and the publisher of Saucerian, the author sounds less misled than ingenuous and 
over-enthusiastic. The narrative, scattered and sinister, aims at the unshakeable aficionado. 
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May 23 






Ferguson, DeLancey & 
Waingrow, Marshall- fds. Yale Univ. Press 
STEVENSON'S LETTERS TO CHARLES BAXTER $4.50 


As the whole of the correspondence to and from Charles Baxter, the Edinburgh 
lawyer who was perhaps Robert Louis Stevenson's closest friend throughout his life, 
these letters make uncommonly good reading. Stevenson, the writer, the conversation- 
alist, the avid observer of a life he could not entirely live because of distressingly 
poor health, wrote absorbingly and humorously of his activities. The book world was 
given a recent taste of these in Our Samoan Adventure (1955, p- 460) in which editor 
Charles Neider merged the diaries of Fanny and Robert Louis Stevenson between 1890 

and 1894. Now Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Waingrow have added a new facet of Stevenson's 

life which the admirable Charles Baxter happily helped to preserve for posterity. 

The two were friends from the time Stevenson was a university student, also studying 
law. The editors take pains to establish their theories about the relationship which 
was one of business (Baxter managed Stevenson's affairs when he became a writer) as 
well as friendship, noting that while Henley and Bob Stevenson were also close to 

R. L- S., none of the correspondence with them had the same fullness and frankness as 
the letters to Baxter. And indeed through these letters we get the full play of 
Stevenson's life- the student days and their jokes, the distressing moments when 
Stevenson's parents believed he had become an atheist, the courtship of Fanny Osborne 
and the trying period of her divorce, and the life that followed- so happy and purpose- 
ful yet so broken by Stevenson's ill health. Many of Fanny's letters are included 

too. In sum, a deep and rich expression of educated human feeling. (1C:56-7119) 


¢ May 24 


Wei, Henry Van Nostrand 
CHINA AND SOVIET RUSSIA $4.50 












































A meticulous tracing of the past half century of Chinese-Russian relations, 
which one finds here, illumines the immediate situation between the People's Repu- 
blic and the Bulganin regime. It also clarifies the basic political forces at work 
in communist China and the spread of Communism throughout the Far East. But this 
remains conspicuously a political survey with some journalistic emphases upon facts 
and shifts in power alignments. Some attention is paid to military and economic prob- 
lems but social, psychological and philosophic components play no part, nor does one 
gain insight into the personalities and machinations of the leaders. These omissions, 
in all fairness, are inescapable if the book is to confine itself to a single volume. 
Even so, the author has extended himself to the limit and placed his material in the 
full context of Japanese, British and American intervention, worldwide influences and 
historical precedent. The scholarship is impressive for its objectivity and its min- 
uteness. Libraries, students of political affairs and current history will find this 
a first class introduction to modern China. A scholar whose special fields are inter- 
national law, diplomatic history and international history. 


May 25 


McCarthy, Mary Farrar, Straus 
SIGHTS AND SPECTACLES : $3.50 





Her very perspicacious self, Mary McCarthy provides a directed play period 
for theatre lovers in this collection in toto of her dramatic critiques. The major- 
ity of the pieces, written from 1937 to 1955, appeared originally in Partisan Review; 
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a few come from New York Times and London Observer assignments. In her introduction to 

the book, Miss McCarthy scores herself for the "cocksure condescending cleverness” of her 
critical youth when her pen was in part directed by the heavy Marxist aura that pervaded 7 
the intellectual realm. She notes the emerging themes of the plays - heavy on economics, 
light on love. Within the critic's orbit come Maxwell Anderson, Thornton Wilder, William 
Saroyan, Clifford Odets, Arthur Miller, Eugene O'Neill, George Kelly, Tennessee Williams, 
Shaw, Ibsen, Chekhov. The Thespians who performed in their productions receive a share 

of the spot light - the act of Cornell over-riding Chekhov or the actors of Shaw providing 
a dilemma other than the doctor's are cases in point. On or off Broadway, Miss McCarthy 
provides a coruscating commentary that is at times corrosive (her counterpoint to Tennessee 
Williams and Streetcar is perhaps an outstanding and amusing example), often discerning 

and always entertaining. (1C:56-5757) . 


May 28 


Mowery, William Byron Coward-McCann 
SWIFT IN THE NIGHT $3.75 
And Other Tales of Field and Wood 


People looking for an easy observation and participation point in the world of 
nature will find here a commingling of animal and vegetable lore with history, hobbies, 
tales and even recipes. Mr. Mowery turns a facile pen and mind to the life ways of foxes, 
to bringing up pet birds, to building out-door animal homes, to hunting mushrooms or col- 
lecting wild salads (with dressing recipes to suit). He writes most extensively about the 
wolf, giving a history of the species on this continent and illustrating the falseness of 
the charges marked up to it. With a sharp eye for the dramatic and a soft one for the 
sentimental, he sketches animal character appealingly as he describes the battle of a wolf 
clan against a great grizzly attacking the den for cubs and recounts the relatedness and 
interest of human beings to wild creatures. (1C:56-7423) eS 


May a} a 


Cockburn, Claud Simon & Schuster 
A DISCORD OF TRUMPETS $3.95 





An English journalist's autobiography covers a lot of ground and a lot of events 
and follows a path of growing beliefs. Born in Peking, of a father with very definite 
ideas and a determination to make them work, his younger years were spent in an expectation 
of war, in England and on the continent; he knew Berlin on a traveling fellowship and, with- 
out going through the proper hoops, he was in New York City in 1929 as a correspondent for 
The (London) Times. The crash, diplomacy, gangsters and crime were followed by a need for 
freer action, caused him to resign and head for Europe. A “premature anti-Nazi", he was 
wholeheartedly against Hitler's rise and, on his return to England, started a newsletter 
which grew from a "small monstrosity" to a political scandal sheet of wide interest at 
home and abroad. The National Council for Civil Liberties took some of his time and then, 
as reporter for the Daily Worker, he went on to fight. in and cover the Spanish Civil War. 
Here are bright exposures of one man's opinions, observations and comments on a passing 
scene, that was not always passing fair. For the trans-Atlantic-minded this has sparkle 
as well as sapience. (1C:56-7491) 


June 4 


Cooke, Bob- éd. S 
Preface by Bob Considine Hanover House « 
WAKE UP THE ECHOES $3.50 


* They live again,- not only the great athletes but the sportswriters whose words 
and spirit make the echoes ring clearly. Sports events and men and women whose achievements 
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are not to be forgotten come sharply to consciousness. The material comes from 
columns in the back pages of one newspaper, the New York Herald Tribune (and its 
syndicated service) and many of the writers as well as the athletes whose stories 
they told are no longer here but their names live on:- Grantland Rice, Heywood Broun,,. 
We O. McGeehan, will always be in the forefront of sport circles. These are stories 
of great teams, outstanding stars, never-to-be-forgotten events of the past. quarter 
century and although they all have a nostalgic quality they read like today's storiés 
at their best. They have that immortality that makes classics. Fortunately there 
are included stories by some of the living whose work ranks with their forerunners, 
John Kieran, Red Smith and Bob Cooke himself. A natural for men whose interest in 
sports never flags. 


ol 
June 
Fife, Dale Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
WEDDINGS IN THE FAMILY $3.50 — 


Here are all the sisters, cousins, uncles and aunts of an "Alsacer" group 
in East Toledo, from the memory of the author from her 7th year on as she recalls 
the ways in which cupid's arrows missed their scheduled target. For her mother's 
dream of bringing over.all her family from Alsace meant more and more marriages which 
did have a way of getting mixed up. Uncle Paulie, the quickest, could not marry 
imported Marthe who would not conform to American ways - he wed Violet and Marthe 
took Caeser. Uncle Florival, the dapper, makes certain that Uncle Theophil, the 
weaver, will marry Tille - but she gets Uncle Florival; Uncle Theophil, on a visit to 
his homeland, is helped by a goat to win Marie while Rousseau Louis and Seppie and 
even Uncle Bertie falls into the tender trap. Throughout are the hurdles of being 
a "furner", of the terrors of an old country Christmas, of "catlickers" and "potlick- 
ers" and even of the threat of the end of the world... The safety behind a tall, 
strong family wall (of wedding portraits) that offers the best of the old and the best 
of the new world is conveyed through a little pitcher whose big ears have caught the 
idiom of her forebears and whose big eyes have not missed the warmth of their ne 
or the joys of their cooking. Wholesome. (LC:56-6163) 


June 2l v 


Denham, Elizabeth Doubleday 
I LOOKED RIGHT $3.50 pp 


An unassuming account of underground activities, reluctantly assumed during 
the last war, retraces her steps from the time when, in 1943, Elizabeth Denham crossed 
the street in a French village- "looked right" and betrayed herself. (Only English 
traffic comes from the right.) Because of a friend, Jon, she agreed in 1940 to cross 
the Channel and help to guide stranded English soldiers to a port of embarkation in 
the marshes; always, and increasingly afraid, she went out on other missions- by plane 
and ship and submarine, collaborated with the French Raoul and a gallant old woman, 
Mame. She was forced to use a gun to get a doctor to attend a wounded pilot whom they 
finally smuggled out in a coffin and a hearse; she helped Jon in his work instructing 
the Maquis with a new explosive; she was arrested and tortured; and out of loyalty, 
she insisted on going up to Paris to try and find Jon. The book concludes with Mame's 
funeral which Jon attended- thus exposing himself to death at the hands of the Germans... 
A feminine, fallible record of undercover operations and operatives with a pleasant, 
personal signature. (10:56-7655) 


Long, Dr. William i Doubleday i 
THE SPIRIT OF THE WILD $5.20 7 


An engrossing guide to the creatures of field, forest and stream, Dr. Long 
as hunter-naturalist provides numerous insights to the inhabitants of the natural 
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realm. The ways of the muskrat, fox, wolf, mountain lion, moose, porcupine, black bear, 

beaver, otter - all are to be pondered. Here are engaging encounters with a beaver who ae 
demands his right of way, a playful otter family, a porcupine who gave a close-up demons- 
tration of quill throwing. Dr. Long describes adventures from behind a jack light, or 

on the trail of a fox, always with a measure of reflective curiosity and grave delight. 

This openness to experience and observation leads to commentary on the nature of the animal's 
home range, on the question of killing lust, on the reasoning capacity or absence thereof. 
Joyous, mature trailing. (1C:56-7537) Ill. 


Jupe 21 uly 


Rockwell, F.F. & ( 
Grayson, Esther C. Doubleday 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF LAWNS $3.50°9'5 . 


This is a book that will take its place with the authors' Complete Books of 
Annuals, Bulbs and Flower Arrangement, all of which are already standard reference tools 
in their respective fields. This new one is particularly important because of the host 
of chemicals being put on the market for use with pests and diseases of lawn grasses, and 
the subsequent confusion in the home owners' minds. Because too of the confusion of ad- 
vice regarding the whens, hows and whats of lawn making. They cover all aspects:- the 
kind of lawn; the methods of preparation, construction and maintenance; the lawn grasses- 
for varying uses and locales; the when and how of starting a new lawn; the problems of 
renovation; the do's and dont's of mowing, aeration, watering. The last sections deal 
with weed control and pest and disease control, and the sharply selective list of chemicals, 
their value, application, etc. make these sections particularly valuable today. Tools, 
equipment and their care wind up the text. The illustrative material- not available as of 
this report- includes $3 half tones, 8-9 line drawings, five pages in full color. (1C:56- 


7659) 
June 5 4/26 


Belli, Melvin Holt 
READY FOR THE PLAINTIFF $6.08 OU 





Robert Wallace wrote a book called Life and Limb (see report p. 686- last fall) 
which was Belli's story as a personal injury lawyer. Now Melvin Belli tells his own story- 
and at the same time makes a dramatic plea for personal injury law as such. This is fas- 
cinating reading for the layman who is rapidly convinced that the day may come when he may 
be the victim of a "tort"; and for the budding lawyer, whose study of torts has proved 
the biggest hurdle in his legal training, this should be a bonanza. For here point by point 
is illustrated by cases out of Melvin Belli's extraordinary career. Victims of bankrupting 
catastrophe, physical, mental, economic, are the stuff of which his cases are made- and the 
book is crammed with their stories. In the course, the layman gets background data on 
kinds of cases; value- and limitations- of insurance company operation; variety of suits, 
workman's compensation; cases involving common carriers; statute of limitations; slander 
and libel; problems of delays in justice; juries- their selection and handling; the presen- 
tation of the case and the summing up, and so on. It is for most of us a different world. 
Melvin Belli makes one realize the importance of looking behind the scene. (1C:55-10639) 


Jus 26 |_| oe 
vad | 


Perkins, Dexter Little, Brown / 
CHARLES EVANS HUGHES AND AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC STATESMANSHIP $3. 5% 





This is the tenth title in the now well-established Library of American Bio- 
graphies (launched with Catton's U.S. Grant ). The books are to be judged individually, 
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and stand up exceedingly well as concise, pertinent studies. This volume does not 
compete with Merlo Pusey's definitive two volume biography (1951) of Charles Evans 
Hughes, but for the average reader it will fill the need. Actually it could be de- 
fined neither as a full life nor a eulogy of Hughes, but a sketch of a professional 
"wise man", a type intelligent in the extreme, yet neither imaginative nor audacious. 
He sees Hughes as glamorle s, humorless, an embodiment of integrity, as quick to 

leap in defense of the S7-:. ‘st enemy or victim of prejudice as he remains steadfast 
in support of tradition, bound by his sense of duty, meticulous, exacting. Whether 
investigating offenses in the utility field, or Justice - later Chief Justice- of 
Supreme Court, Secretary of State, candidate for the Presidency, Hughes emerges less 
as a personality than an ideal of the conservative, devoted, incorruptible servant 

of the people. The text seems perhaps stripped bare of the purely human elements; the 
decisions handed down by Hughes, his continued acts of social progress and shaping 
of national policies, arethe book's blood and bones. Its focus is Hughes' viewpoint, 
his style, his reasoning. For the legal fraternity and those who relish a glimpse 
of makers of history. (LC:56-6767) 


}\ 
June WH 


Ryan, Mildred Graves Scribner 
DRESS SMARTLY $2.95 


The right and wrong of costume assembling amplifies much that is in her 
earlier Sew Smartly (p. 67) in its discussion of the ways and means to achieve an at- 
tractive appearance. Here again you take a.candid camera to your assets and liabili- 
ties; you are instructed about line, shape and space, color, texture and how to com- 
bine these to fit your requirements of build, personality traits, preferences and 
coloring. Dressing for the city, suburbs and country, for vacation, travel and at 
home, types of clothing for the school and career girl - all these are guideposted 
for all shapes and sizes. There are charts and illustrations to emphasize the points- 
and everything points to suitability and simplicity, good taste and good grooming. 

A good basic course in styling (which is not fashion) for the dedicated student. 
(LC :56-7127 ) 





—— 
Brinton, Crane- Fd. Viking 
THE PORTABLE AGE OF REASON READER $2.50 


The sixty-third volume in the Viking Portable Library exhibits a finely 
edited collection of writings from an age which for many readers is the most fascina- 
ting in history. Descartes, Locke, Hume, Harvey, Voltaire, Kant- were among the kings 
of it and in his introduction Professor Brinton, who teaches history at Harvard, per- 
ceptively surveys the century and a half that followed the pronouncement of Descartes, 
"I think, therefore I am". Cumulatively, the philosophers, artists and scientists of 
the Age of Reason considered themselves the first fully emancipated group of thinkers, 
having surpassed the Renaissance in this respect. They delivered a final coup de grace 
to Aristotelian science and in their opinion reason, and all the processes that went 
with it, was the natural way for the mind to work. It is in describing the 17th and 
18th century ideas about reason, tempered as it was by moderation, faith and a myriad 
of other elements both social and spiritual, that the introduction fulfills its purpose 
as a stimulating explanation of a time which could produce both a Voltaire and a 
Rousseau, both a Hume and a Kant. Here was the toying of the mind with new ideas and 
methods of thinking, many of which were to come down through scientists like Newton 
and Harvey, through statesmen like Jefferson, who was also a citizen of the world, to 
become the basis of modern precepts. The selections following are from the works of 
a hundred men. Annotated with biographical and bibliographical notes and a chronology, 
they form a firm reading companion. (10:56-9223) 
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TWO LAST MINUTE ARRIVALS 
(Practically Published) 





Duker, Sam & Nally, Thomas P. Crown 
THE TRUTH ABOUT YOUR CHILD'S READING $3.00 


A perhaps somewhat overdue rebuttal of Why Johnny Can't Read by two teachers 
shows, not only with sweet reasonableness but also with some of the scientific facts that 
for the most part Johnny is reading at a standard comparable with other decades and other 
countries, and that there is no cause for undue concern. In a point by point examination 
of the Flesch book, many of the alarming but arbitrary generalizations are shown to be as- 
sumed- on sketchy grounds- and misrepresented- and this book should enable the parent to 
evaluate his child's reading- and the methods used in his school. Reading readiness is a 
valid gauge- and the development of a child's reading ability proceeds through several 
methods; phonics are introduced at a certain stage and remain in use; and a child learns 
to read- not just words- but for meaning as well..... By this time, magazine articles, etc. 
may have done much to absorb the potential of the audience aroused by the Flesch book but 
this is certainly a valid counteroffensive. (4/2. LC:56-9302) 


Ishimoto, Tatsuo , Crown 
THE ART OF GROWING MINIATURE TREES, PLANTS AND LANDSCAPES $2.95 » 


A specialist gives instructions on bonsai (miniature living tree (shrub or vine) 
grown in a shallow plant container) and bonkei (miniature gardens) adapting the painstak- 
ing, tedious Japanese methods to easier, quicker, simplified techniques to suit American 
ideas and tastes and patience (lack of). Types of planting material are described so that 
choice can be made from evergreens, deciduous or flowering trees; next come containers so 
that the setting and the plants will be in harmony; then come the techniques of root pruning, 
pinching tips and buds, training the trunk and branches - after the preparation of the soil 
and planting procedures. Composition is stressed so that the dwarfed trees will form part 
of a landscape, and the householder about to embark on this recently popular gardening form 
is never allowed to forget the continuous care needed to be successful. The author's own 
photographs (over 300) illustrate not only the points of the text but the range of possi- 
bilities within this field. Definitely a garden club project book and a step-by-step guide 
for starting enthusiasts. (4/?.) 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
184 Irving, Clifford- ON A DARKLING PLAIN- price from $3.95 to $3.75 (Putnam) 
193 Keogh, James- THIS IS NIXON- from 4/13 to 4/23 (Putnam) 
205 Krieger, Murray- THE NEW APOLOGISTS FOR POETRY- definite date 4/17 (Univ. of Minn.) 
218 Burdick, Eugene- THE NINTH WAVE- price from $3.75 to $3.95 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
225 Walden, Amelia E.- THE BRADFORD STORY- from 5/25 to 5/18 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
254 Steen, Marguerite- THE UNQUIET SPIRIT- price from $3.50 to $3.75 (Doubleday ) 
256 Edwards, Samuel- THE KING'S MESSENGER- definite date 6/8 (Farrar, Straus) 
257 Truss, Seldon- A STORE OF WRATH- from 6/7 to 6/21 (Doubleday) 
260 Edwards, Frank- MY FIRST 10,000,000 SPONSORS- from 4/20 to 5/28 (Ballantine) 
270 Elder, Donald- RING LARDNER- price from $5.00 to $4.75 (Doubleday) 
270 Graves, Robert- THE CROWNING PRIVILEGE- from 6/7 to 7/5. Price from $4.00 
to $5.00 (Doubleday ) 
270 Winslow, Walker- THE MENNINGER STORY- price from $4.50 to $5.00 (Doubleday ) 


273 Merfield & Miller- GORILLA HUNTER- definite date 6/6 (Farrar, Straus) “ 
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‘RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: Post Lenten Issue 
Edited by Dr. Roscoe T. Foust 
and Prof. Bernard Gilligan 


Chappell, Clovis G. Abingdon 
MEET THESE MEN $2.00 


Dr. Chappell throughout 9 long and active ministry, has written over 
thirty volumes of sermons. He has a well-earned reputation as a vigorous writer 
with both insight and imagination, and he is past master at making Biblical incidents 
and people real and contemporary to his readers. This latest volume is a collection 
of fourteen forceful sermons which are penetrating character sketches of Biblical 
personalities, each pointing out some predominating trait which leads either to his 
spiritual triumph or to his downfall. The author shows how we can apply to our lives 
today the lessons learned from the characters and the experiences of these men. 
This latest book should continue to please Dr. Chappell's many old friends-- and win 
for him many new ones. (4/9. LC:56-6354) 


Duthie, Charles Sim , Abingdon 
GOD IN HIS WORLD : $2.50 


"My chief purpose" writes the author, "has been to try to place Christian 
discipleship and, more especially, the life of prayer, in the large setting of the 
Church and its mission on earth... A true Christian evangelism must spring imme- 
diately out of thorough theological understanding of God." Here then is a book 
which seeks to ground personal Christian witness and the Christian enterprise in 
the world which is the work of the Church, on the solid foundation of an informed 
awareness of the nature of God who is man's ultimate security because he is the 
ground of his being. In language which an educated layman should not find too dif- 
ficult Dr. Duthie gives us a sound theology, convincing in its clarity and heart- 
warming in its sense of urgency. The greatness of God's gift of himself to man 
through Christ in forgiving love, calls, he says, for a Christian response that is 
commensurate with it, a wholehearted commital, a full surrender. By surrender he 
means giving in to God; acceptance, or taking from God; friendship, drawing in to 
God in a personal intimacy so close that nothing can be closer; and confidence, or 
trusting in God. Written especially for Protestants at the request of the Congre- 
gational Union of England and Wales, this book will be of great value to ail who 
take their Christian profession seriously, both clergy and laymen, and wish to be 
more effective agents in spreading the gospel in God's world. (5/7. 1£:56-7759) 


Idol, Elizabeth Vera : Abingdon 
PATHS OF SHINING LIGHT $2.50 


D.B. "Meditations on God's Works of Creation" is the sub-title of this little - 
book, and in an imaginative, but simple and appealing way, the author, pri'essor of 
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English at High Point College, North Carolina, leads the reader from nature to nature's 
God. She shows how various aspects of the outdoor world, such as woods, mountains, 

valleys, stars, rivers, gardens, flowers, and the seasons reveal the love of God for his 

creatures. Each chapter opens with appropriate scripture quotations and a well-chosen 

full-page photograph illustrating the subject of the meditation. She further enriches 

her devotions with quotations from other great works of literature. This book would be 

a singularly appropriate gift to one about to enjoy a vacation in the country and would 

be especially useful in youth or adult groups in summer camps. (4/9. LC:56-6355) 


Jones, Ilion Tingnal Abingdon 
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF PREACHING $5.75 


* For the Protestant minister who may be tempted to conclude that preaching is 
no longer of great importance, this book should be required reading. The author shows 
that preaching the Christian Gospel has always been and is now of major significance for 
Christian life and worship. Its effectiveness at any time, however, depends upon fre- 
quent evaluation of the techniques of sermonizing. "A person learns to preach by preach- 
ing regularly over a period of years while at the same time he is improving and apprais- 
ing his skills in the light of recognized principles. This book is designed as just 
such ‘on-the-job' aid." This aid deals vigorously with such subjects as the background 
of preaching, planning the sermon, preparing the sermon, preaching the sermon, and build- 
ing up a reservoir for preaching. Each of these chapters is a "refresher" course which 
should bring to every working preacher not only a new respect for his high calling but 
also a new enthusiasm and determination to preach better. Perfection, however, is neither | 
possible nor desirable, says Dr. Jones. For when a preacher becomes satisfied with his 7? 
sermons he's on the downgrade. or, to use Walter Winchell's expression, "He's rusting on 
hie laurels." (5/3. 16:56-7761) 


Keighton, Robert E. Abingdon 
THE MAN WHO WOULD PREACH $2.00 


This book is written by a minister who has a “high” conception of the ministry 
and is anxious that other ministers should not succumb to the various pressures in our 
modern world which have a tendency to induce them to think less highly of themselves 
than they ought to think. In a vigorous and incisive way Dr. Keighton analyzes the kind 
of man the preacher is, what he ought to be, the nature of the sermon he must preach, 
and the exacting demands made upon the preacher by his calling to one of the most re- 
warding of professions a man may choose as his life work. This book might well be read 
by all Protestant ministers; it would encourage the younger ones not to slacken off when 
Obstacles and discouragements begin to multiply, and it would revive many an older one 
who has begun to wonder whether after all he has not misspent his life, ineffectively 
struggling against impossible odds. The market for this book is probably limited to the 
manga gy Protestant ministry plus those who expect to enter the ministry. (5/7. 
If 356-7762 : 
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Peters, John Leland : Abingdon 
CHRISTIAN PERFECTION AND AMERICAN METHODISM $4.00 


The author is concerned to seek out the reasons for the changes in em- 
phasis and understanding of John Wesley's doctrine of Christian perfection between 
the time of Wesley and later Methodism. Was it a curious theological anachronism 
which an increasingly intelligent generation has relegated to its doctrinal attic? 
What has been its historic development? Is its specialized proclamation today the 
same as when Wesley presented it? This leads Mr. Peters to a careful historical 
survey of the formation and development of the doctrine, first its formation, 1725-~- 
64, then its transplanting to America, then the development of the doctrine in 
American Methodism, 1784-1865, and finally its modification, 1865-1900. He points 
out that the doctrine of Christian perfection has too ancient and continuing a 
history to be classified as Wesleyan. The doctrine has been the church's “Holy 
Grail" from its earliest days. Wesley's distinctive contribution issued from the 
fact that he considered the doctrine as a practical way of life available to and 
necessary for every regenerate Christian. This was not an invitation to despair but 
a "call unto holiness," and "God does not command the impossible". Not the indivi- 
dual, however, but the church society, was qualified to evaluate the sanctity of its 
members. The emphasis on this doctrine has been a waning one during the first half 
of the 20th century, due to the avoidance of problems raised by excessive zeal, but 
the author feels that the "problem of vitality" and the challenge of "spiritual dy- 
namics" might better be faced than to accept complacently "uncomplicated impotence.” 
This book will appeal to many who are interested in the development of Methodism 
and its distinctive doctrines, and wish to trace them back to their sources in the 
writings of John Wesley himself, as Mr. Peters has generously done. (5/7-.10:56-7764) 


Williams, Walter G. Abingdon 
THE PROPHETS, Pioneers to Christianity $3.50 


As a result of the revealing work of archeologists and historians, the 
past comes more and more to life, and we are able to understand better the great 
figures of the past because of our increased knowledge of the world they lived in. 
Professor Walter G. Williams in this book shows us how true that is with the Old 
Testament prophets. Each of them made some great contribution to the religious in- 
sight of his generation, and it is his hope that as the reader becomes aware of what 
happened in the lives of the prophets as they became conscious of the presence of 
God within their lives, so they also may seek the same rich fellowship with God 
within their own lives. These prophets were artists in religion, and the author 
would so delineate their art that the religious leaders of the contemporary world 
may better appreciate and apply their rich heritage. He choses five prophets to 
write about at some length, because there is more biographical information available 
about them: Amos, Prophet of Moral Responsibility; Hosea, Prophet of Hungering Love; 
Isaiah, Prophet of the Majestic God; Jeremiah, Prophet of Prayer, and Ezekiel, Proph- 
et of God's Kingdom. There are still trails for man to break, writes Professor 
Williams, but many great highways of religion have already been built and this fresh 
and vigorous study of the prophets maps out the older roads and points in the di- 
rections where the new are to be built. Any student of the Bible will find this book 
a human and helpful book not only for his own studies but for the enrichment of his 
own religious life. (5/7. 10:56-6358) 
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Wynn, John C. -Ed. Abingdon 
SERMONS ON MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE $2.75 


This book is a collection of Protestant sermons of a high order and single 
purpose, to consider the stresses and strains which make family life difficult today, 
and to present the Christian answers and solutions to the problem which must be faced in 
the life of all. There are sixteen sermons here, dealing with every aspect of marriage 
and family life, family worship, child training, family crises and sex standards. These 
sermons were selected from nearly four hundred that were submitted in response to an open 
invitation to Protestant ministers of all denominations. Among the authors are to be 
found such names as Robert Luccock, George A. Battrick, Norman Pittenger, Hazen Werner 
and James Pike. It should appeal to a wide circle of readers. It is being published in 
connection with the promotion of National Family Week (May 6-13) which should encourage 
its sale. The editor is the director of family education program of the Presbyterian 
Board of Christian Education. (4/9. LC:56-7767) 


Akin, J.; Fessenden, S.; Larson, P.; & 
Williams, A. N. Association Press 
HELPING THE BIBLE SPEAK $2.50 


The subtitle of this useful book is “How to Read the Bible Aloud More Effective- 
ly," and it proves to be a most valuable manual for all of the many people who occasion- 
ally or regularly are called upon to read the Bible in public. It deals first with the 
language of the Bible, from the first utterance of its various parts by word of mouth to 
the last translation of the word in the printed page. It becomes clear that the Bible is 
meant to be read aloud, and therefore imperative that it be read with full awareness of 
its meaning, its beauty and its urgency. The proper use of the voice, as the God-given @ 
instrument for communication of God's message receives detailed attention, and Biblical 
illustrations are analyzed both as to poetic meaning which is to be found there as well 
as the best use of the voice to communicate both idea and feeling to the hearer. Drs. 
Akin, Fessenden and Larson are leading speech authorities, and Mr. Williams is the author 
of popular books about the Bible. Together they have written a most helpful book, for 
the increasing number of people who are rediscovering the delights of reading aloud the 
Book whose dramatic message is clearest only when it speaks through those who are concerned 
to read it well. (5/7. 10:56-6446) 


Ikin, A. Graham Association Press 
NEW CONCEPTS OF HEALING $3.50 


* More is going on to bring together the various insights and skills of the 
healing professions than the average layman realizes. The arts and sciences of healing, 
sOme with origins as old as man, have come gradually to see that the well-being of the 
whole man requires more than any one discipline can bring to his healing. Body, mind 
and spirit interpenetrate; it is impossible to tell where one leaves off and another be- 
gins. In fact, there is a psycho-somatic unity in man that demands cooperation and 
sympathetic understanding among those who would help him. Miss Ikin, from years of study 
and practice in the field, has written a book of unusual significance and importance, 
telling of the substantial progress made, and pointing out the fact that only a beginning 
has been achieved in drawing on the inexhaustible resources of the healing power available 
through God. Dr. Wayne Oates has written an introduction to this American edition and 
added an appendix of material drawn from the conferences and seminars in this field held ay 
















April 15, 1956 Religious Books -301- 


in the United States. This adds greatly to the value of the book for American 
readers. This will be the selection of the Pastoral Psychology Book Club for May. 
Doctors, clergy, welfare workers, nurses and many others will find help, inspiration 
and encouragement in a book that has something to say to all who know sickness or 
suffering- a wide potential market. (4/23. 10:56-6448) 


latourette, Kenneth Scott Friendship Press 
INTRODUCING BUDDHISM paper -$.60 


This little book by the well-known professor of Christian missions, Dr. 
latourette, is a simple and descriptive account of the origin, nature and influence 
of Buddhism, one of the great religions of the world. The author seeks to answer 
these questions: Out of what background did Buddhism spring, and how did that back- 
ground affect it? How did it come to be? What, at the outset, were its main be- 
liefs and practices? Where and why did it appear? Where and why did it lose 
ground? What is its present status? And, since this pamphlet is written primarily 
for Christians, what similarities has it to Christianity and how do the two differ? 
' How has Christianity fared in the lands and among the peoples where Bucdhism is 
potent? Dr. Iatourette does not pretend to give entirely adequate answers to these 
questions in such small compass, but he is highly successful in giving the reader a 
cogent and penetrating insight into this "regional" faith which has become a waning 
force in the life of mankind, while Christianity which has risen from the Gospel, 
the good news of the gift of God, continues to spread and break barriers of region- 
alism to become worldwide. The:author’s stature as an authority in the field of 
comparative religion should win for this “introduction” a wide reading by the many 
who share in the rising interest in all religion. (6/26) 


Daniel-Rops Kenedy 
THE BOOK OF BOOKS $3.75 


This book is an introduction to the Bible for Catholic children by way ~f 
telling the history of the Jewish people according to the successive stories narrated 
in the Old Testament. The stories are told simply. Relevant religions and moral les- 
sons are drawn at appropriate junctures. The story of Israel is told in 46 way cal- 
culated incidentally to help forestall or overcome anti-Semitism. The book is a 
translation of the well-known French author's Histoire Sainte de mes filleuls. It 
is suitable to be read to children at home or in Bible History classes in Catholic 
elementary schools. I[mprimatur. (5/17. 10:56-6428) 


Maynard, Theodore _ Kenedy 
SAINT IGNATIUS AND THE JESUITS $3.00 


A popular but reliable work of saintly biography and ecclesiastical history, 
this volume narrates the life of St. Ignatius of Loyola and reviews the history of the 
Society of Jesus which he founded. It simultaneously defends and eulogizes the Jesuits 
in the face of historical hostility and misunderstanding in their regard. The story of 
their founding, the part they played in the Counter-Reformation, their early missionary 
undertakings in Asia and America, the papal suppression and eventual restoration of 
their society and their general work in education is clearly and interestingly unfolded. 
The treatment is fairly comprehensive for such a comparatively short work. It is pub- 
lished appropriately this year when the Jesuits celebrate the four-hundredth anniversary 
of the death of St. Ignatius and the general Catholic reader can be expected to be more 
than usually interested in the saint and the society which he founded. Jmprimatur. 
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Newland, Mary Reed Kenedy 
THE YEAR AND OUR CHILDREN $3.95 


The subtitle, "Planning the Family Activities for Christian Feasts and Seasons”, rs 
indicates the general nature of this book. Pious in the good sense of the term, it at- 
tempts in a practical and imaginative way to orientate daily family life around the li- 
turgy of the Catholic Church. The book "tells of the year and its seasons, their spirit, 
some of the stories that go with them, and things to make and do to celebrate them. “Some 
of the suggested customs are original and all of them have been tried in the author's 
family. A wealth of information and detailed practical suggestion is contained in the 
volume. Recommended for Catholic parents and teachers who are desirous of bringing the 
simple things of daily life into closer contact with the liturgical life of the Church. 
(5/% 10:56-6429) 

i 
Rondet, S. J. Henri Kenedy 
ST. JOSEPH $4.00 


This volume is a short scholarly work tracing the development of the history and 
theology of the devotion to St. Joseph within the Catholic Church. It contains an intro- 
ductory essay followed by relevant texts ranging from the patristic to the modern era. Its 
purpose is to increase devotion to St. Joseph on a solid theological basis. Devotion to 
St. Joseph is seen as a late development. The theology of his role in the Church is only 
recently becoming explicit and precise. The introductory essay is clear and succinct. The 
texts are generally from the highest authorities. The book is a smooth translation of the 
French original. Its appeal is not restricted to scholarly readers. (5/%. 10:56-6430) 


4 4 Kenedy 
THE THREE-DIMENSIONAL MAN $4.00 


Hard to classify precisely, this book aims “to defend the humanities...to point = 
out the illusions of materialism...and to appeal to the educator, professional and business- 
man for a dominant aesthetic gauge on the values of life." It is not a religious book in 
the strict sense of the term. Against a general background of Christian faith and American 
patriotism, it unfolds as a continuous pedagogical exposition and exhortation in favor of 
a truly philosophical and humanistic approach of the whole man to the private and political 
conditions of modern life. Almost every topic is touched upon as the book progresses with 
personal outpourings of information, observation, criticism, admonition, exhortation and 
registration of evaluative reactions. The author correctly indicates the flavor of the 
whole work when he remarks: "I felt that I was talking rather than writing, and my zeal was 
more that of the evangelist than of the rationalist." (6/11. 10:56-5749) 


Sullivan, A. M. 


Williams, Albert N. Little, Brown-DS & P 
KEY WORDS OF THE BIBLE $4 .00 


Albert Williams, whose role in the field of education was as a professor of 
English (in Denver) has given ample evidence in previous books of his absorption in a 
scholarly study of the Bible, the regional background of Jerusalem, his historical knowledge 
of Biblical times (The Holy City, The Book by My Side, etc.) Protestant-non-denominational- 
in his approach, he writes for the layman, but this new book will prove a valuable reference 
tool for ministers as well. It is neither a concordance nor a dictionary, though it has as- 
pects of both. The arrangement of the material is alphabetical and more than 1000 basic 
words are defined and interpreted. Differences in translations and sources are given, and 
sometimes Professor Williams takes issue with accepted interpretations. He examines and 
challenges ideas. He notes historical significance, ethical, symbolic, etymological- as 
the individual case demands. There is an immense amount of unusual factual data, odd bits 
of little known information, as well as revealing interpretation and explanation. Not a 7 { 
book for borrowing- but a book to own, though the reference shelves of public libraries 
would find it a valuable source for locating answers to specific questions. (5/28. LC :56- 


6772) 
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Balmer, Edwin Longmans, Green 
THE CANDLE OF THE WICKED : $3.50 


This is a well-written, fast reading story of a young man who fought as a 
soldier in the war, but who returned to give his life to the ministry, and thus to 
a life of service to man. Paul Chapter's first assignment is as supply-minister in 
a small church in a small mid-western town, whose older pastor is recovering from 
illness. With devotion and a sure feeling for the best in all his people, he enters 
into the life of his congregation to share their joys and their sorrows, finaily to 
marry the widowed daughter of the leading layman of Old First Church. He chooses 
to remain as regular minister when their pastor decides to give his latter years to 
a struggling mission in a better climate. "The candle of the wicked" flickers but 
feebly in the book-- but the flame of the spirit glows brightly. The work of the 
Protestant ministry is shown here with sympathy and love, and a reasonable fascimile 
of the best that often happens in a small church. Many should find the book pleas- 
ant, comfortable and assuring reading. (4/18. LC:56-7865) 


O'Neill, James M. Longmans, Green 
THE CATHOLIC IN SECULAR EDUCATION $3.00 


A book of fact, quotation and comment, this volume concerns the American 
Catholic student and teacher in secular institutions of learning on the elementary, 
high school, college and graduate levels. The author is a Catholic educator who 
all his life has been either ae student or teacher in secular schools. The book's 
facts are significantly informative and the comments are constructive. The author 
is critical of certain negative attitudes shown by some Catholics toward secular 
institutions and is respectful of the respective merits of Catholic, non-Catholic 
denominational and secular schools. The future situation of an inevitable increase 
in Catholic attendance at secular institutions of learning is faced realistically 
and practical suggestions are offered. The book will be of interest to chaplains 
and members of Newman clubs on the secular campuses and to Catholic educators gen- 
erally. It will be of particular interest to those in positions of responsibility 
concerning the Catholic and secular education. (4/30. LC 56-8257) 


Rowlingson, Donald T. Macmillan 
INTRODUCTION TO NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY $3.95 


Of the writing and publishing of books on the Bible there is no end, for 
the material dealt with is of vital concern to every generation. Today an increas- 
ing number of people are seriously turning to the Bible to rediscover for themselves 
the value and the meaning to be found there. Such guides as this book will find a 
ready welcome, and purchase. The intention of the author is to show that the real 
province of the New Testament is to proclaim and reveal the full and inclusive 
impact of Jesus upon the ancient world as it is manifested in the experiences, 
thoughts, and deeds of his followers which their written memorials reflect. Those 
who share in this quest by the proper study of this "Jesusbook” may discover vistas 
which they never knew existed, and uplifted and sustained by the spiritual power 
which the early Christians knew, find themselves like them co-workers with God in 
His mighty redemptive enterprise. There are full, topical bibliographies in the 
appendix enumerating many other books invaluable to the serious student. This book 
has a Protestant orientation, and is written in a clear style free from scholarly 
obscurities but true to the latest insights of Biblical scholars. (6/12.10:56-7682) 
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Colin, L. C. S. S. R. Regnery 
THE SUPERIOR'S HANDBOOK $2.95 


This volume is intended as a practical guide to superiors of religious orders and | 
congregations in the Roman Catholic Church. It is translated from the French. Divided 
into two sections respectively entitled “Being a Superior” and “Acting as a Superior”, it 
is replete with concrete examples, practical suggestions and firm but charitable admoni- 
tions. Theory is not forgotten, but emphasis is placed upon the lessons of concrete expe- 
rience in relation to theory. The book is very frank about faulty attitudes and actions 
sometimes met; with among religious superiors in their dealings with members of their own 
household and with laymen who may be under their charge as well. Religious and moral inte- 
grity based on the theology of religious authority and true self-knowledge seem to be im- 
plicit themes in the general light of which the treatise develops. It should prove help- 
(ha Seg religious superiors and particularly to those newly appointed. Imprimatur. 

Publ. 


Maynard, Theodore Regnery 
THE LIFE OF THOMAS CRANMER $4.50 


This volume is an interpretative historical biography of Thomas Cranmer written 
from the Catholic point of view. Semi-popular’'in style, the book is historically reliable 
and conscientiously intelligent in its undertaking. The author is well known for his books 
in the field of ecclesiastical history and biography. As far as his subject and point of 
view will allow, ‘he author treats Cranmer sympathetically as a man. Attempting to steer 
a middle course between opinions about the man who unexpectedly became Archbishop of 
Canterbury under Henry VIII, authored the Anglican Book of Common Prayer and was eventually 
burned as a heretic under Queen Mary, that stem too much from strong pro-Protestant or pro- 
Catholic sentiments, he neither defends nor condemns him wholly but pities him. Set against 
a background of colorful personalities and events, the author's narrative and interpretation 


are developed in a lively and interesting way. (4/16. 1C:56-7646) & 
Rigney, Harold W., S.D.V. Regnery 
FOUR YEARS IN A RED HELL 3.00 


Father Rigney, missionary of the Society of the Divine Word and rector of the Fu 
Jen Catholic University in Peiping, tells the harrowing story of his arrest, four years' 
imprisonment and eventual release by the Chinese communists. The period covered is 1951 
to 1955. In straightforward narrative he describes the successive physical and psycholo- 
gical tortures to which he was subjected by the authorities and his fellow-prisoners. 
Sincerely he relates his own reactions to the refined and senseless cruelty of his captors. 
Essentially strong and resistant, he describes how nevertheless, under pressure, he made 
successive false confessions and retractions of them later. "Hell" is the only word that 
describes the world in which the Chinese communists aim to "make disgraced mental cripples, 
not martyrs" of their prisoners. An agonizing personal story and a truthful reflection of 
the unbelievably inhuman conditions prevailing in Chinese communist prisons, this volume 
should be read by everyone irrespective of religious beliefs. (Publ. 10:56-8509) 


von Matt, Leonard & Hauser, Walter Regnery 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI $6.50 


: Subtitled A Pictorial Biography, this volume on St. Francis of Assisi contains 
numerous photographic plates and a narrative outline of the saint's life. It is attract- 
tively printed and bound. Maps and bibliography are appended. The style of the narrative 
is simple and dignified. The excellent photographs appropriately interspersed in groups 
throughout the narrative depict Italian landscapes, places and things associated with the 
life of St. Francis and Franciscan history generally. They serve to illustrate the narra- 





tive and to reflect the authentic physical background of the saint's life. The book will sa 
appeal to those who revere St. Francis and the Franciscan Order and to those who relish 2 A 
good photographs of Italian landscape and art. I[mprimatur. (3/19.) = 
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Ward, Maysie Sheed & Ward 
THEY SAW HIS GLORY $4.00 


Readers of the best Catholic works need no introduction to this scholarly 
publisher, author and lecturer. Her aim here is ta share with her readers the things 
that have helped her to understand the Gospels. The writer draws on her reading of 
Scripture in various languages and different versions of the English translation, 
her diligent perusal of scholarly works of scriptural commentary, history and ar- 
chaeology, old and new, and her experiences with street corner crowds questioning 
speakers of the Catholic Evidence Guild about the personality of Jesus as portrayed 
in the New Testament. Successive chapters, following an introductory section deal- 
ing with scriptural scholarship, present separate studies of the four Gospels and 
the Acts. Particular emphasis is placed upon understanding the Vew Testament in 
the light of the Qld and in connection with the history and mentality of its own 
time and place. The style is clear and interesting; the treatment is scholarly, 
penetrating and deeply moving. It never fails to direct interest to re-reading of 
Scripture jtself. Both Catholic and non-Catholic readers should welcome this sharing 
of another's labor and reflection. Some of the content would add immeasureably to 
sermons on the Gosfels. Additional market should be found in religious classes. 
Imprimatur. (5/16. LC :56-6128) 


Greenslade, S.L. Westminster 
Transl. & Ed. EARLY LATIN THEOLO3Y $5 .00 


The full meaning of the Christian church and ita theology cannot be well 
understood without some knowledge of its sources, particuiariy of those early years 
in which the growing pains were experienced. To this end, and in a world, even an 
ecclesiastical one, which knows small Latin and less Greek, The Library of Christian 
Classics of which this is Volume V, is being published. The tvanslator and editor 
is Professor of Divinity at the University of vurham, England. The aim of the editor 
is to make available a library of representative treatises spanning the Christian 
centuries as a whole. This volume includes selections from Tertullian, Cyprian, 
Ambrose, and Jerome. The serious student of Christian origins and theological de- 
velopment will welcome this addition to the library of Christian classics. (5/28.) 


Partridge, Basil Westminster 
CHAPLET OF GRACE . $3675 


Chaplet of Grace is a fact-merged-with-fiction story of sprnky young 
Victoria Gillett and Harry Pennington who went immediately after their marriage fr om 
Bristol, England, to his training in St. Andrews, New Brunswick. The story carr: s 
them through the trials of young wife and young minister in Rothsgay Parish, chro- 
nicles the ordeals of too-close parish living and gossip, describes Vicky‘s victory 
over the inevitable other woman who covets the minister for herself, her battle 
with a drunken hired man, issues with household servants--trials aggravated by her 
hot temper and position, but lightened by humor and generosity. Vicky had prayed 
before she married, "Lord help me to make Harry Pennington a Bishop.” As her story 
ends, he wins the much wanted post of dean of the cathedral at Fredericton--some 
years later than she wished. Harry's dedication to his work is continuous, though 
he moves to St. Jude's, Halifax, when his wife threatens to leave him otherwise, but 
the reader knows little of his faith or sermons. The pleasant family chronicle is 
mainly Vicky's story, interesting to today's reader though it happened in the late 
1800's, because the human everyday parish problems change little. This should make 
good family reading. (4/23. 10:56-5704) 








